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a daughter ; and this was viewed as an ill omen. The
knights who carried the standards to be blessed looked
dispirited, and all expected reverses. Most probably
from the queen's illness, the expedition was not
properly provided with good and tried warriors, and
Ali Atar, one of the bravest of the Moors, defeated
Fernando and forced him to retreat with the loss of
his baggage.

Aboul Hacem was prevented from following up his
success by the struggles of the women in his harem.
His favourite wife was a Christian by birth, named
Isabel de Solis, the daughter of the Alcayde of Bedmar;
but she had become a renegade, and was commonly
called Zoraya, or the Morning Star. Childless her-
self, she was vehemently set on the promotion of
Abou-Abd-Allah, son of another wife, Ayescha, who is
generally known by the Spanish contraction of his
name, Boabdil; also in Arabic as AI Zagttir, the
little, and in Spanish as el Rey Chico. Such disaffec-
tion was raised that Aboul Hacem was forced to return
home, where he imprisoned Ayescha and her son ; but
they let themselves down from the window with a rope
twisted of the veils of the Sultana's women, and,
escaping to the palace or Albaycin, there held out
against him, supported by the Abencerrages. The
Zegris held by Aboul Hacem, and the streets of Granada
ran red with the blood shed by the two factions till, in
1482, while the elder king was gone to relieve Loja,
the younger one seized the Alhamra ; and Aboul
Hacem, rinding the gates closed against him, was
obliged to betake himself to Malaga, where his brother
Abd Allah, called Al Zagal, or the young, was the
Alcayde.